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Christmas will soon be upon us!  Many of you 

will be going away and will have already 

booked your dogs and cats into kennels.   

Please make sure your vaccinations are up 

to date – a requirement from all Boarding 

Kennels owners – and take advantage of our 

October special for Vaccinations.  Also we 

are offering another ‘special’ on 

Microchips, as sadly, Christmas is the time 

when pets stray from their home if their 

owners are away. 

Consulting Hours 
Mon – Fri      07h30 to 12h00 
                       16h00 to 18h30 
Wed               Open late until 
                                       21h00 
Saturdays     08h30 to 11h30 
Sundays & Public Holidays 
                       10h00 to 11h30 
Tel:  011 468 1519/20 
Emergencies:  076 112 4994 
Food Sales:  07h30 to 18h30 
            weekdays and during  
   weekend consulting hours 

www 

 

 

After the past year of disastrous drought, we were 
delighted by the arrival of long-awaited rain, and 
hope it’s a sign of more to follow. However, it 
certainly came at a price: our landline is still not 
working properly after being hit by lightning! We 
apologise for any inconvenience this has caused. 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

Call us on 011 468 1520 or on our emergency cell 076 112 4994 

 

REPEAT DENTAL SPECIAL OFFER 
15% DISCOUNT ON ALL DENTAL CHECK-UPS IN FEBRUARY 

NEW YEAR 
SPECIAL OFFER  
10% discount 

on all 
vaccinations 

done in January 

DO NOT HESITATE – PLEASE 
VACCINATE!

We have recently seen a fair number of 
dogs with upset tummies, some of 
which tested positive for parvovirus. 
This would indicate that the virus is 
doing the rounds and we cannot 
emphasise strongly enough, the 
importance of having pets vaccinated 
annually. (See vaccination article 
overleaf). We encourage clients to 
include Rabies in the vaccination 
options. Our rural area brings us into 
regular contact with nature’s precious 
wildlife, and Rabies is always around, 
carried mostly by meercats and jackals. 

 

DENTAL CARE AFFECTS 
OVERALL HEALTH 

Apart from not being able to eat, 
pets with poor dental health run the 
risk of developing serious heart 
conditions, kidney damage and joint 
problems! These occur as a result of 
bacterial invasion originating in the 
oral cavity and travelling through the 
body via the bloodstream.  

Dental check-ups are therefore 
essential for your pets’ overall 
health. They are done in theatre 
under anaesthetic, so must be 
booked in advance. 
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Why should I vaccinate my pet? - 
Put simply – “Vaccination saves 
lives!”                                                   

The following information is taken from an article 
by Zoetis Technical Manager Dr Liza le Roux BVSc 
(Hons), in Pets Health Magazine, (2010), & 
discussion with Dr Sheelagh Higgerty BA. BVSc 
(Hons), with their permission. 

At some time in its life, your pet may be exposed 
to a serious or even fatal infectious disease like 
parvovirus, often referred to in layman’s terms as 
“cat flu”. Having your pet vaccinated is the best 
and least costly way of preventing disease. 
Without proper vaccination, he is left 
unprotected. 

How does vaccination work? When your dog or 
cat is vaccinated, its immune system produces 
special substances called antibodies. The 
antibodies work against viruses or bacteria that 
cause disease and can be regarded as the body’s 
“fighter pilots “.  It is important to note that 
vaccines are preventative rather than curative. 
Vaccinating a sick animal is not going to help and 
in fact is not advised. A healthy pet with a healthy 
immune system is required in order to build these 
protective antibodies in response to a vaccine. 

How often should my dog/cat be vaccinated?  
Since the protection provided by a vaccine may 
gradually decline after an animal is vaccinated, 
periodic re-vaccination is necessary. Such booster 
vaccines are necessary to “remind” the immune 
system to produce enough protective antibodies 
or fighter pilots to protect against an 
overwhelming challenge of disease causing viruses 
or bacteria. 

 

Have you seen it yet?  

Reminder to visit our website,  www.crowthornevet.co.za  to view video on the  
128 slice CT scanner, brought to you by Crowthorne Veterinary Clinic through our founder 

membership of Equicare! 

From the team at Crowthorne Veterinary Clinic :  Your Animals – Our Passion  

Why do pups & kittens require more shots than older 
pets?  Pups and kittens are as vulnerable as they are adorable 
and their immature immune systems can’t fight off diseases as 
well as older dogs and cats. A nursing puppy or kitten receives 
antibodies from its mother’s milk that protect it during its first 
few months of life. The protection received naturally through 
maternal antibodies can interfere with early vaccinations, 
however, making it difficult to pinpoint when vaccines 
stimulate immunity. This is why puppies and kittens need 
vaccinations several times during their first few months of life. 
That way, if maternal antibodies interfere with vaccinations, 
later doses will still stimulate the pup/kitten to produce its own 
antibodies & protection to the disease. 

 Puppies need 3 initial vaccinations for optimal protection 
and kittens 2 initial vaccinations.  

 The best time for vaccination is at 6-8, 10-12 and 14-16 
weeks of age for pups, and 8 and 12 weeks of age for 
kittens. 

 Understanding vaccination and immunity in your puppy: 
vaccines do not stimulate immunity immediately after they are 
administered. Once a vaccine has been administered, the 
immune system has to recognise and respond to the antigens 
(viruses/bacteria in the vaccine) by producing antibodies. In 
most puppies, disease protection does not begin until 5 days 
post vaccinations. Full protection from a vaccine usually takes 
up to 14 days. In some instances, 2 or more vaccinations 
several weeks apart must be given to achieve protection. In 
these window periods, pups are very vulnerable and 
susceptible to viruses like Parvo. 

  

Fact: Vaccination remains the single most effective 
method for protecting against infectious disease in 
healthy animals. 

Fact: The more isolated (property bound) a pet is, the 
more important it becomes to have regular vaccinations, 
as the pet’s immune system is not subjected to natural 
field challenge, a key requirement for maintaining 
immunity. 

 

 

 

http://www.crowthornevet.co.za/

